FREUD

instinctive turmoil into unchanging reality, and yet
this projection continually changes, although the indi-
vidual instincts and reality remain the same. "Why do
social relations change ? Why do psyches alter from
age to age ? Freud, hke all modern psychologists who
base themselves on the unchanging instincts of the
genotype, is powerless to explain the only thing that
interests psychology, the thing that constitutes psy-
chology, the perpetual variation and development of
the mental phenotype. Like Plato's men in the cave,
psychoanalysts try to deduce from shadows what is
happening outside. Looking into the psyche, they are
mystified by the movements caused by currents in
outer reality and mistake them for the distortions of
the cunning and oppressed instincts, or for the inter-
ventions of mysterious * forces' that are generated by
the instincts. Seeing the shadows make a circular
detour round one pkce, they assume this to be an
eternal law of the psyche, the CEdipus complex. It
does not occur to them that it may be due to an
obstacle in the environment, round which the shadows
have to move, and that the complex will alter if the
obstacle is moved.
Unable to see psychology causally simply because
they cannot see it sociologically, Freudism can attain
to no psychology beyond bourgeois psychology.
They never advance beyond the view-point of the
'individual in avil society'. Whether they study
primitive man or lay down general laws of the soul,
it is always with ideas formulated from a bourgeois
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